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Ka: HAVE * for hs a Month 
7 Ml paſt, deſired ſome few Clergymen, 
ft who are pleaſed to viſit me, that 
, they would procure an Extract of 


two - 15 WE they into the-Council by, ſome of 
the Biſhops, and one of them ſince paſs'd in 
the Houſe of Lords: But I could never obtain 


what I deſired, whether by the Forgetfulneſs, 
or Negligence of thoſe whom I employed, or 


the Difficulty of the Thing it ſelf. Therefore, 


if I ſhall happen to miſtake in any Fact of 
Conſequence, I deſire my Remarks upon it, 


may paſs for nothing; for my Information is 


no better than what I received in Words 
from ſeveral Divines, who ſeem d to agree 
with each other. 


I have not the Honour to be acquainted 


with any one ſingle Prelate of the Kingdom, 
and am a Stranger to their Characters, further 


1 than 


5 


man as common Fame reports them, which is 
not to be depended on. Therefore, I cannot 
be ſuppoſed to act upon any Principle of Re | 
ſentment. I eſteem their Functions (if 1 may 
be allowed to ſay ſo without Offence) as truly he 
Apoſtolical, and abſolutely / neceſſary to te 
Perfection of a Chriſtian Church. - 
There are no Qualities more incident to the 
Frailty and Corruptions of human Kind, than 
an Indifference, or Inſenſibility for other Mens 
Sufferings, and a ſudden Forgetfulneſs of their 
oven former humble State, when they riſe in 
the World. Theſe two Diſpoſitions have not, 
J think, any where ſo ſtrangely exerted them- 
ſelves, as in the Order of Biſhops, with regard 
to the ipferior Clergy ; for which I can find 
no Reaſons, but ſuch as naturally ſhould ſeem 
to operate a quite contrary Way. The Main- 
tainance of * the Clergy, throughout the King- 
dom, is precarious and uncertain, collected 
from a moſt miſerable Race of beggarly Far- 
mers; at whoſe Mercy every Miniſter lies to 
be defrauded; his Office, as Rector, or Vicar, 
if it_be duly executed, is very laborious. As 
ſoen as he is promoted to a Biſhoprick, the 
Scene is entirely and happily changed; his Re- 
venues are large, and as ſurely paid as thoſe of 
the King; his whole Buſineſs is, once a Year, 
to receive the Attendance, the Submiſſion, and 
the e Money of all his Clergy, in whate 
| ver 
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ver Part of the Dioceſe he ſhall pleaſe; to think 


moſt convenient for himſelf. Neither is his 
Perſonal Preſence- neceſſary, for the Buſineſs 
may be done by a Vicar-General. The Fa- 


tigue of Ordination, is juſt what the Biſhops 
pleaſe to make it, and as Matters have been 


for ſome time, and may probably remain, the 
fewer Ordinations the better. The Whole of 

their viſible Office, conſiſts in the Honour of 
attending Parliaments and Councils, and be- 
ſtowing Preferments in their own Gift; in 
which laſt Employment, and in their Spiritual 
and Temporal Courts, the Labour falls to their 
Vicars- General, Secretaries, Proctors, Appa- 
ritors, Sen s, and the Ie, Now, I fl „ 
in ſo quick a Change, where their Brethren, in 


a few Days, are become their Subjects, it wou'd 


be reaſonable, at leaſt, to hope, that the La- 
bour, Confinement, and Subjection from which 
they have ſo lately eſcaped, like a Bird out of 
the Snare of the Fowler, might a little incline 
them to remember the Condition of thoſe, who 
were but laſt Week their Equals, probably their 
Companions, or their Friends, and poſſibly a 
reaſonable Expectorate. | 

There is a known Story of Colonel 7 1 
who, while he continued a Subaltern Officer, 
was every Day complaining againſt the Pride, 


Oppreſſion, and hard Treatment of Colonels, 


towards their Officers; yet in a very few Mi- 
. nutes 


Ty 1. 
nutes after he bad received his Commiſſion for 
a Regiment, walking with a Friend on the 
Mall, he confeſſed that the Spirit of Colonel 
ſhip, was coming aft upon him, which Spirit 
is ſaid to have daily u en to 11 — 1 
his Death. 3 813 
It is true, the Cleray of this Kio: wil 
are promotall to Biſhopricks, have always ſome 
great Advantages, either that of rich Deanaries, 
opulent and multiply'd ReQories and Dignities, 
firong Alliances by Birth or Marriage, fortified 
by a ſuperlative Degree of Zeal and Loyalty; 
but, however, they were all at firſt no more 
8 than young Divingers; and = their great 
Hog Promotion, wereknown by their plain Chriſtian 
Names, among their old Companions the mid- 
dling Race of Clergymen ; nor could, therefore, 
be Strangers to their Condition, or with: any 
good Grace, * it ſo en as it hath TE: 
times happened. 

I confeſs, I do not renneiiber: to have obſe er- 

0 any Body of Men, acting with ſo, little 
Concern as our Clergy -have done, in a Point 

where their Opinions appear'd to be unanimous; 

a Point where their whole Temporal Support 

was concerned, as well as their Power of. ſer- 

ving Gop and his Church, in their Spiritual 
Functions. This , hath been imputed to their 

Fear of diſobliging, or Hopes of further Fa- 

vours upon Compliance; becauſe it was ob- 

| ſerved 


177 


r il ferred; that ſome who appeared at firſt witn 
e greateſt Tkal, thought fit ſuddenly to abſent 
- WU therhſelves from tie uſual Meetings; yet, wie 
it know whit expert Sollicitors the Quatert, the 
f | Diſenters, and even the Papiſts, have ſome» 


times found; to drive a SOUS! _ EARL $0 or 
0 piovent an "impending Evil. | S 
e | I have not ſeen any Extra Won u We 
85 Bills introduced into the Privy Couneit by the 
ö Biſhops, where the Clergy upon ſome Failure 
in Fayout, or through the FTimerouſneſs of 
many among their Brethren, wert reſuſed tb 
be heard by the Council. It ſeems, theſe Bills 
were late returned, agreed to by the King and 
Council in England; and the Houſe of Lords 
hath, with great Expedition, paſt them both 
and it is ſaid; they are immediately to be ſent 
down to the Commons for their Conſent. 
The Particulars, as they have 8 _ 
| fogtly reported to me; are as fallo wp. 
er- By one of the Bills, the Biſhops Hive: Power 
tle to oblige the Country Clergy, to build a Man- 
ſion-Houfe upon whatever Part of their Glebes 
their Lordſhips ſhall command; and if the Li- 
ving be above Jol. a Year, the Miniſter is 
bound to build, after three Years, a Houſe that 
ſhall coſt one Year and an Half's real of his 
Income. For Inſtance, if a Clergyman, with a 
Wife and ſeven Children, gets a Living of 5. J. 
per Ann. he muſt, in three Years, build a Houſe 


that 


— 


[3] 
that ſhall coft 77 l. and muſt ſupport his Fa- 
mily during that Period, with the Remainder. 
But if the Living be Wunde fifty Pounds a 
Year, the Miniſter ſhall be allowed an 18 
dred Pounds out of the firſt, Fruis 
But, there is ſaid to be one Gircumſituceia a 
little exirabritnnry ; ; that if there be a ſingle 
Spot in the Glebe more barren; more marſhy, 

expoſed to Winds, more diſtant from the 

1 Church, or Shelter of the Church, or from a- 

ny Conveniency of building; the Rector, or 
Vicar may be obliged by the Caprice, or Pique - 
of the Biſhop, to build, under Pain of Seque- 
ſtration, (an Office, which ever falls into the 
moſt knaviſn Hands) upon whatever Part his 
Lordſhip ſhall command; although the Far- 
mers have not paid one Quarter of his Dues. 
J believe, under the preſent Diſtreſſes of the 
Kingdom, (which inevitably, without a Mira- 
cle, muſt increaſe for ever) there are not ten 
Country Clergymen in Ireland, reputed to poſ- 
ſeſs a Pariſh of 100 J. per Ann. who, for ſome 
Years paſt have actually received 60 J. and that 
with the utmoſt Difficulty and Vexation. I 
am, therefore, at a Loſs, what Kind of Valua- 
tions the Biſhops will make Uſe of, and whe- 
ther the ſtarving Vicar ſhall be forced to build 
his Houſe with the BOONE: that he never re- 
ceived. 


: The 


11 
The ether Bill, which paſſed in two | Days 
after the former, is ſaid to concern the Divi- 


ſion of Pariſhes, into as many Parcels as the 
Biſhop 


ſhall think fit, only leaving 300 J. a 
Year to the Mother Church; which 300 J. by 
another Act paſſed ſome Years" ago, they can 


divide likewiſe, and orumble as low as their 


Will and Pleaſure will diſpoſe them, ſo that 
inſtead of 600 Clergymen, which 1 think is the 


uſual Compunitivh, we may have in a ſmall 


Compaſs of Yeats, almoſt as many Thouſands 
to live with Decency and Comfort, provide 
for their Children, &c. charitable to THe aa 
and maintain Hofſpitalityv. 

But it is very reaſonable to hope, 1 pair 
ly to be wiſhed, by all 'thoſe who have the 
leaſt Regard to our Holy Religion as hitherto 
eſtabliſhed, or to a learned, pious, * diligent, 


converfible Clergyman, or even to- common 
Humanity ; > 


Commons will in their great Wiſdom, Juſtice, | 


at the Honourable Houſe of 


and Tenderneſs to innocent Men, conſider 
theſe Bills in another Light. It is ſaid, they 
well know this Kingdom not to be Cerca 
with neighbouring Gentry, but that a. diſcreet 
learned Clergyman, with a Competency fit for 


one» of his Education, may be an entertaining, 


a uſeful, and ſometime a neceſſary: Companion. 
That Wong ſuch a Clergyman may not be 
able conſtantly to find Beer and Wine for his 


B own 
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own Family. yet he may be allowed ſome time 


% 


to afford both to a men, without diſtreſ- 

ſing himſelf; and the rather becauſe he may 
expect at leaſt a good Return. It will probably 
be conſidered, that in many diſſolute Parts there 
may not be always a ſufficient Number of Per- 
ſons conſiderable; enough to be truſted with 
Commiſſions of the Peace, which ſeveral of 
the Clergy now ſupply much better than a 
little Hedge, contemptible, illiterate Vicar from 


twenty to fifty Pounds a Year, the Son of a 


Weayer, Pedler, Taylor, or Miller can be 
| perſuaded to do. The Landlords and Farmers by 
this Scheme can find no Profit, but will certain- 
ly be Loſers ; for Inſtance, if the large Northern 


Living be ſolit i into a Dozen Pariſhes, or more, 
it will be very neceſſary for the little thread- 


bare Gownman with his Wife, his Proctor and 
every Child who can ann to watch the 
Fields at Harveſt time, for fear of loſing a 
fingle Sheaf, which he could not afford under 
Peril of a Day's ſtarving, for according to the 
Scotch Proverb, a Hungry Louſe' Bites ſore. 
This would of neceſſity, breed and inſtitute 
Number of Brangles and litigious Suits in the 
Spiritual Courts, and put the wretched Paſtor 
at perpetual Variance with his whole Pariſh. 
But, as they have hitherto ſtood, a Clergyman 
eftabliſh'd in a competent Lining; is not under 
* Neceſſity of being fo "D8iPy vigilant and 

| exatting 


tu! 


exacting. on the contrary, it 1s well ænow F; 


and allow'd, that the Clergy round the King- 


dom think themſelves. well treated if they loſe 
only one ſingle third of their legal Demands. 
The Honourable Houſe may, perhaps, be in- 
clined to conceive, that my Lords the Biſhops 
enjoy as ample a Power both Spiritual and Tem- 
poral, as will fully, ſuffice to anſwer every 
Branch of their Office; that they want no 
Laws to regulate the Conduct of thoſe Clergy- 
men, over whom they preſide; 5 that if Non- 
Reſidence be a Grievance, it is the Patron's 


Fault who made not a better Choice, or cauſed 


the Plurality. That if the general, impartial 
Character of Perſons choſen into the Church 
had been more regarded, and the Motive of Par- 
ty Alliance, Kindred, Flatterers, ill Judgment 2 
or perſonal Favour rexarded leſs, there would 
be fewer Complaints of N on-reſidence, Neglect 
of Care, blameable Behaviour, or any other 
Fart of Miſ-condu&t, not to mention Ignorance 
and Stupidity... I could name certain Gentle; 
men of the Gown, whoſe aſſured ſpruce, fair, 
ſneering, and ſnarling Countenances, the very 
Tone of their Voice, and an ungainly Strut in 
their Walk, without one ſingle Talent for any 
one Office, have continued to get good Prefer- 


ment by the meer Force of Flattery and Cring- 


ing, for which two Virtues (the only two Vir- 


tues they pretend to) they were however, ut- 
B 2 terly 
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terly unqualiſy d. If I were in Power, although 
they were my Neighbours, or had married my 
Nieces, I could never in Point of good 'Confi- 
dence or Honour. have ann to a Cu- 

. in Connaug llt. 
The 8 Houſe of ee my 
| likewiſe perhaps, conſider, that the Gentry of 
this Kingdom differ from all others upon Earth, 
being leſs capable of Employments in their 
; oven Country, then any others who come from 
abroad, and that moſt of them have little EX - 
pectation of providing for their younger Chil- 
dren otherwiſe than by the Church, in which 
there might be ſome Hopes of getting a tole- 
table Maintenance. For after the Patrons 
ſhou'd have ſettled their Sons, their Nephews, 
their Nieces, their Dependants, and Followers, 
invited over from t'other Side, there would 
ſtill remain an overplus of ſmaller Church 
Preferments, to be given to ſuch Clergy of 
the Nation who ſhall have their quantum of 
whatever Merit may be then in faſnion. But by 
theſe Bills, they will be all as abſolutely exclu- 
ded, as if they paſſed under the Denomination 
of Tories, unleſs they can be contented at the 
utmoſt with 50 l. a Year, which by the Diffi- 
culties of collecting Tythes in Ireland, and the 
/  Maily increaſing Miſeries of the People, will 

hardly riſe to half nn [1 e $6] 
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h It is obſerved, [-that the Divines ſent over 
y hither to govenn this Church, have net ſeem- 
i- I <d: to confider the Differance between both 
* enen with Reſpect to the inferior Cler- 
As to themſelves, indeed, they find a arge 

eee in Lands la at one quarter Value, 
which -conſequently muſt be paid while there 
is a Penny leſt among us; and, the publick 
Diſtreſs ſo little affects their Intereſts, that their 
Fines are now higher than ever. They content 
themſelves to ſuppoſe that whatever a Pariſh 
18 — . comes n into e Farſons | 


1 * en- of great N nber among th 
Clergy in England, hath been the continual 
"Complaint of all Men who wiſh well to the 
Church, and many Schemes have been thought 
on to redreſs it; yet an Engliſh Vicar of 401. 
a Year lives much more contentedly than one 
of double the Value in Ireland: His Farmers, 
generally rating, are able andl willing to pay 
him his full Dues. He hath a decent Church 
of ancient ſrinding,! fill'd every Eordis Day with 

a large Congregation of plain People, well clad, 


God and Chriſt. He 'hath a Hauſe and Barn 

in Repair, a Field or two to graze his Cows, 

with a Garden and Orchard. No Gueſt ex- 

pects more from him than a Pot of Ale; he 

lives like an honeſt plain Farmer, as his Wie 
8 | 


and behaving themſelves as if they believed in 
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is dreſs'd but little better than Groth. + . He is 
ſometimes” gracibuſly invited by the Squire, 
where he fits at humble Diſtance ; if he gets 
the Love of his People, they often make him 
little uſeful Preſents; he is happy by being born 
to no higher Expectation, for he is uſually the 
Son of ſome ordinary Tradeſman or- middligg 


Farmer. His Learning is much of a Size with 
nis Birth and Education, no more of either 
than what a poor hungry Servitor can be ex- 
- to bring with him from his College. 
It would be tedious to ſhew the reverſe of all 
this in our diſtant poorer Pariſhes, through moſt | 
Parts of Ireland, wherein Ts e as 
"_ the 'Compariſon. , 

- 'Laſtly, the Honourable Houſe of CI 
"may conſider whether the Scheme of multi- 
plying beggarly Clergymen through the whole 
Kingdom, who muſt all have Votes for chu- 
ſing Parliament Men, (provided they can prove 
their Freeholds to be worth 40 s. per Ann. ul. 


tra regriſes) may not, by their Numbers, have 
great Influence upon Elections, being entirely 
under the Dependance of their Biſhops. For 
by a moderate Computation, aſter all the Di- 


viſions and Sub- diviſions of Pariſhes, that, my 


Lords, the Biſhops, have Power to make by 
them new Laws, theſe will, as ſoon as the 
preſent Set of Clergy go off, be raiſed ta an Ar- 
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my of Eocleſaſtical Militants, able enough for 


any Kind of Service, except that of the Altar. 


J am, indeed, in ſome Concern about a F und 
for building a thouſand or two of Churches, 
wherein theſe Probationers may read their Wall 


Lectures, and I begin to doubt they muſt be 
contented with Barns; which Barns will be 


one great advancing Step towards an Accom- 
true r ten, 


modation with our 
the Diſſenters. 


The Some: of encouraging: Di en to | 
build Houſes by dividing a Living of 500 l. a 
Year into two Parts, is a Contrivance, the 
Meaning whereof hath got on the wrong Side 


of my Comprehenſion, unleſs it may be argued 


that Biſhops build us Houſes becauſe they are 
ſo rich; and therefore the inferior Clergy will 


eee build if you reduce them to Beggary. 


gland, who could never be perſuaded to keep 


a Servant out of Livery, becauſe ſuch Servants 


would be expenſive, and apt, in time, to look 
like Gentlemen; whereas the others were rea- 


dy to ſubmit to the baſeſt Offices, and at a 
cheaper Pennyworth might increaſe his Re- ö 


tinue. 


I hear it is the Onioion of many. * Men, 
that betore theſe Bills ſhou'd paſs both Houſes, 
| they ſhou'd be ſent back to England with the 


following Clauſes inſerted. 
F irſt, 


But I knew a very rich Man of Quality in Eu- 


bt 
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Fitſt, chat whereas there may be Adv 4 
dosen double 'Biſhopricks in Heland, thoſe Bi- 
 ſhopricks' ſhou'® be ſpli and given to different 
Perſons; and thoſe of 2 ſingle Denomination 
be alſo divided into two, three, or four Parts, 
as occafion ſhall require; otherwife there may 
be a Queſtion ſtarted, whether wenty two 
Prelates can «ffedually extend their paterna 
Care and unlimitted Power for the Protection 
and Correction of ſo great a Number of Spiri- 
mal Subjects. But this Propofal will meet 
with ſuch furious Objections, that 1 ſhall not 
_ upon it, for I well remember te have 
read what a terrible Fright the Frogs were in, 
Pony a er Nn N . was: Seins to 
marry. - 
Ano Clauſe eud bay er none of 
theſe” twenty, thirty, forty,” or fifty Pounders 
may be ſuffered to marry; under the Penalty 
of immediate Deprivation, their Marriages de- 
olared null, and their Children Baſtards; for 
ſome deſponding People take the Kingdom to 
be not in a Condition of HN for nu⸗ 
merous à Breed of Beggars. 5 

A third Clauſe will be neceſſary, this theſe 
humble Gentry ſhould be abſolutely difquali- 
fied from giving Votes in bara for Par- 
kament Men. , 

Others add a fourth, AY is 2 Clauſe of 


Indulgence, that theſe reduced Divines may 
be 


nm a „ 


CCC 
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be permitted to follow any lawful Ways of 
Living that will not -call them' too often or 
too far from their Spiritual Offices (for unleſs 
1 miſapptehend, they are ſuppoſed to have 
VEpiſcopal Ordination.) For Example, they may 
be Lappers of Linnen, Bayliffs of the Manor, 
> MW they may let Blood, or apply Plaiſters for three 
Miles round; they may get a Diſpenſation to 
i WW hold the N and Sextonſhip of their 
- W own Pariſh, Commendam. Their Wives 
tand Daughters iy make Shirts for the Neigh- 
t MW bourhood, or if a Barrack be near, for the Sol- 


e diers. In Linnen Countries they may Card 
i, and Spin, and keep'a few Looms in the Houſe, 
they may let Lodgings, and. ſell a Pot of Ale 


without Doors, but not at home, unleſs to ſo⸗ 
ber Company, and at regular Hours. / 
It is by ſome thought a little hard, that in 
an Affair of the laſt Conſequence to the very 
Being of the Clergy, in the Points of Liberty 
and Property, as well as in their Abilities to 
perform their Duty. This whole Reverend 
Body, who are the eſtabliſn'd Architectures of 
the Nation in Chriſtianity and Moral Virtues, 
and are the only Perſons concerned, ſhould te 
the ſole Perſons not conſulted. 151 any Scho- 
lar ſhew the like Precedent in Chriſtendom 
for twelve Hundred Tears paſt, an Act of 
: Parliament for ſettling or ſelling an Eſtate in a 
nay private Family is never oak till all the Par- 
—_ --.-. "WF ties 
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ties give conſent. But, in the jet "ny Caſe, 
the whole Body of the Clergy is, as themſelves 
apprehend, determin'd to utter Ruin, without 
once expecting or aſking their Opinion, and 
this by a Scheme contrived only by one Part 
of the Convocation, while the other Part which 
hath been choſen in the uſual F orms, wants 
only the regal Permiſſion to aſſemble and con- 
ſult about the Affairs of the Church, as their 
Predeceſſors have done in former Ages, where, 
it is perſum'd, the Lower Houſe hath a Power 
of propoſing Canons, and a negative Voice as 
well as the Upper. And God forbid (ſay theſe 
Objectors) that there ſhould be a real ſeperate 
Intereſt between the Biſhops and Clergy, any 
more than there is between a Man and his 
Wife, a King and his People, or Chriſt and 
his Church. 

It ſeems there is a Proviſion i in the Bill, that 
no Pariſh ſhall be cut into Scraps without the 
Conſent of ſeveral Perſons, who can be no 
Sufferers in the Matter; but J cannot find that | 
the Clergy lay much Weight on this Caution, 
becauſe they argue, that the very Perſons from 
whom theſe Bills took its Riſe, will have the 
greateſt Share in the Deciſion. oh 

I do not, by any Means, conceive the cry- 
ing Sin of the Clergy in this Kingdom to be 
that of Non · reſidence, I am ſure it is many 
Degrees leſs ſo here than in England, unleſs the | 
_ Poſſeſſion 
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Poſſeſſion of Pluralities may paſs under that 
Name; and if this be a Fault, it is well known 
to whom it muſt be imputed: I believe, upon 
a fair Inquiry (and I hear an Inquiry is to be 
made) they will appear to be moſt pardonably 
few, eſpecially conſidering how many Pariſhes 
have not an Inch of Glebe, and how difficult 
it is upon any reaſonable terms, to find a Place 


of Habitation. And, therefore, God knows 


whether, my Lords, the Biſhops, will be ſoon 


able to convince the Clergy, or thoſe who 


have any regard for that venerable Body, that 
the chief Motive in their Lordſhips Minds, by 


procuring theſe Bills was to prevent the Sin of 
Non-refidence, while the univerſal Opinion 
of almoſt every Clergyman in the Kingdom, 


without Diſtinction of Party, taking in even 
thoſe who are not likely to be . r | 


directly againſt them. 
If ſome Livings in the North may by juſt- 


ly thought too large by the Compaſs of Land, 
which makes it inconvenient for the reiwoteſ 
Inhabitants to attend the Service of the Church, 
| which in ſome Inſtances may be true; no rea- 
ſonable Clergyman would oppoſe a proper Re- 


medy by particular Acts of Parliament. Thus 


for Inſtance, the Deanery of Down, a Coun- 


try Deanery, I think, without a Cathedral, de- 
pending wholly upon an Union of Pariſhes 
* together, in a time when the Land lay 

| C 2 : waſte 


. 


Walde and thinly inhabited; ſince thoſe ( Circum- 


ſtances are ſo prodigiouſly changed for the Bet- 
ter, may. properly. be eſteem' d, leaving a decent 


| Competency to the Dean, and placing Readers | 


in the remaining Churches, which are now 
ſerved only by the Stipendiary Curates. 1 
The Caſe may be probably the ſame in other 


Parts, and ſuch a Proceeding diſcreetly mana- 


ged would be truly for the good of the Church. 
For it is to be obſerveg, that Dean and Chapter 
Lands, which in England were all ſeized un- 
der the Fanatick Uſurpation, are Things un- 
known in Ireland, having been long raviſhed 


from the Church, by a Succeſſion, of Con- 


feſſions, and Tythes applyed in thel lr 8 
ſupport that Eccleſiaſtical Dignity. 


The late Archbiſnop of Dublin had a very 
Aifſerent Way of encouraging the. Clergy. of 


his Dioceſe to Reſidence, : when a Leaſe had 
ran ſeven Years or more, he ſtipulated with 
the Tenant to reſign up twenty or thirty Acres 


to the Miniſter of the Pariſh where. it lay con- 


venient, without leſſening his former Rent, and 
with no great Abatement of the Fine; and this 
he did in the Parts near Dublin, where Land i 1s 
at the higheſt Rates, leaving a ſmall Chiefry 


for the Miniſter to pay, hardly a ſixth Part of 
the Value. I doubt not, that almoſt every Bi- 
ſhop 1 in the Kingdom may do the ſame gene - 
rous Act with leſs Damage to their Sees, than 


his 


”- 
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lis late Grace of ed, 4 much of its 
Lands were out in See Faith ms, or Leaſes fot 
Lives, and I am ſorry the good ye of that 
Prelate hath not been follow'd. 

But 2; great Majority of the Clergy' 8 Friends 
cannot hitherto reconcile themſelves to this Pro- Y 
jet, which they call a levelling Princip le that 
muſt inevitably root out the Seeds of "at ho- 
neſt Emulation, the legal Parent of the greateſt 
Virtues and moſt generous Actions: among Men, 
but in the general Opinion (for I do not pre- 
tend to offer my own) will neyer more have 
room to excite it {elf in the Breaſt of any Clergy- 
man whom this Kingdom ſhall produce. 

But, whether the Conſequences of theſe 


Bius may be the Virtues or Frailties of future 


Biſhops, ſent over hither to rule the Church, : 
terminate in Good « or. Evil, L ſhall 1 not preſume 


to determine, ſince God can work the former 


out of the latter; 5 but one thing I can venture 
to aſſert, that from the earlieſt Ages of Chri- 
ſtianity to the Minute I am now Writing there 

never was a Precedent for SUCH. a Proceeding, | 
much leſs to be feared, hoped, or apprehended 
from ſuch Hands 1 in any Chriſtian Country, and 


ſo it may paſs for more than a Phenix, becauſe 


it hath riſen without any Aſſiſtance from the 
Aſhes of its Sire. 

The Appearance of ſo many „ Diftehters at 
the Hearing of this Cauſe, is what, I am told, 
hath . 
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hath not been charged to the Account of their 


Prudence or Moderation; becauſe that Action 
hath-been cenſured as a Mark of Triumph and 
Infult, before the Victory is compleat ; fince 
neither of thoſe Bills hath yet paſſed the Houſe 
of Commons, and ſome are pleaſed to think 
it not impoſſible that they may be re jected. 
Neither do I hear, that there is an enacting 
Clauſe in either of the Bills, to apply any Part 
of the divided. or ſub-divided Tythes towards 
encreaſing the Stipends of the Sectaries, ſo that 


theſe Gentlemen ſeem to be gratified like 
him, who, after having been kicked down 


Stairs, took Comfort when he faw his Friend 
kicked down after him. 


I have heard many more Objedtions againſt 


: ſeveral Particulars againſt both theſe Bills, but 
they are of ſo high-a Nature, and carry ſuch 
dreadful Innuendoes, that I dare not mention 


them, reſolving to give no Offence, becauſe 
well know how obnoxious I have long been 


(although I conceive without any Fault of m 
own) to the Zeal and Principles of thoſe, Who 


place all Difference in Opinion, concerning 
publick Matters, to the Score of Diſaffection, 
whereof I am at leaft as innocent, as ny ys 
eſt of my Detraftors. | 


Dublin, Fab. 
24, 1731-2. 
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A Propoſal for an Act of Parha- 
ment, to pay off the Debt of the 
Nation, without taxing the Sub. 
| ject, by which the Number of 
landed Gentry, and ſubſtantial 
Farmers will be conſiderably in- 
creas d, and no one Perſon will 
be the poorer, or contribute, one 
 Farthing to the Charge. 


FSESGAGA Years paſt for the Service and 


_ 


= Safcty of the Nation, are grown 
ſo great, that under our preſent 
diiſtreſsd Condition by the want 
eee of Trade, the great Remittances 
to pay Abſcntees, Regiments ſerving Abroad, 
and many other Drains of Money, well enough 
known and felt; the Kingdom ſeems altoge- 
ther unable to diſcharge them by the Com- 
mon Methods of Payment: And either a Pole 
1 l or 


or Land Tax would be too odious to think 
of, eſpecially the Latter, becauſe the Lands 
which haye been let for theſe Ten or Dozen Years 
paſi, were raiſed ſo high, that the Owners can, 


„% 


at preſent, hardly receive any Rent at all. For, 

it is the uſual Practice of an Iriſh Tenant, rather 

than want Land, to offer more for a Farm than 

he knows he can be ever able to pay, and i in t that 

Caſe he grows deſperate, and pays nothing at all. 

So that a Land Tax upon a rackt Eſtate would ? 
be a Buren wholly inſupportable. K 
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The Quaſiion will then be, how theſe Natio 
nal Debts can be paid, and how I can make Ic 
good the ſeveral Particulars of my Propoſal al 
which I ſhall now lay er to the Publick. 


The Ronin of their Gries wad Leia q 
the Archbiſhops and Biſhops of this Kingdom 
(excluding the Fines) do amount by a mode rage 
Computation to 36, $ool. ter Ann. I mean the: 
Rents. which the Biſhops receive rom their Te | 
nants. But the real Value of thoſe Lands at | 
;Ffull Rent, taking, the ſeveral Sees one with ano . 

ther, is reckoned to be at leaſt three fourths more, 
ſo that Multipling 36, 800 l. by four, the full Reni 
of all the Biſhops Lands will amount to 147200l 3 
per Ann. from which Subſtracting the preſeme 
Rent received by their Lordſhips, that i is, 36, 800 Hir 
the Profits of the Lands received by the firſt Wo 7 
ſecon 
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ta! 
canon Tenants (who both have great Bargains) 


will rife to the Sum of 119400 1: per Ann. which 
Lands, if they were to be Sold at T venty Two 
Years Purchaſe, would raiſe a Sum of 2, 428, 800 l. 
reſerving to the MUNoPE weir . * ons 
y nee ines 5 "ray B 


of this Sw 1 we that out of the one 
alf which amounts to 1, 2 14, 400 l. ſo much be 
pplyed as will entirely diſcharge the Debts of the : 
ation, and the Remainder laid up in the Treas 
ury, to ſupply Contingencies, as well-as to diſ- 
harge ſome of our heavy Taxes, vets de | 
lom Mail be in 2 an Condition. 

But whereas the naten Set of Bihops ld 
le great Loſers by this Scheme fot want of their 
ines, which would be hard Treatment to ſuch 
ligious, loyal and deſerving Perſonages, I have 
zerefore ſet a-part the other half to ſupply that 


fect, rh: it will more tm laben 
do. ” uh 8 | 
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A Bibop 8 Lat for the full "WAA is chin 

be worth Eleven Years Purchaſe, but if we 

Ke the Biſhops round, I ſuppoſe, there may be 
pur Years of each Leaſe elapſed, and many of 
e Biſhops being well ſtricken in Years, I cannot 
ink their Lives round to be worth more than 
ven Years Purchaſe ; z fo that the Purchaſers may 
D | ._ Yelp 
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Reverſion, eſpecially by one great: additional Ad 
nn Wick Hal fooh mention. 363 
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for paying the preſent Set of Biſhops their Fines 


receive three Fines a Piece, which take up 2 


| ſuppoſe them to take but one Year's Rent, in R 
compence of giving them ſo large a Term of Lili 


my Days; but 1 took Care to get the beſt Inf 


[26] 


very well afford fifteen Years Purchaſe for "the 


This Sum of a 00 l. 1 likewiſe be 
ſunk very conſiderably, becauſe the Lands are to 
be ſold only at 15 Years Purchaſe, and this leſſens 
the Sum to about 2,656,000 1. of which I pro- 
poſe Twelve Hundred Thouſand Pounds to be ap 
plyed partly for the Payment of the National 
Debt, and partly as a Fund for future Exigencies 
and the remaining 456, O00 l. I propoſe as a Fund 


which it will abundantly do, and a great Part re 
main as an Addition to the Publick Stock. 


Although the- Biſhops round do not in a 


Years, yet I allow it to be ſo ; but then I 


and thus Multiplying 368co by 3 the Produ 
will be only 110400 l. ſo that above three foun b 
will remain to be applyed to Puhlick uſe. | 

111 babe made wrong n 1 hop 4 
to be excuſed, as a Stranger to the Kingdo 
which I never fr till I was calbd to an Empl 
ment, and yet where intend to paſs the Reſt. 


matio 


[27] 
mations I could, and from the moſt proper Per- 
ſons; however, the Miſtakes I may have been 
guilty of, will very little affect the main of my 
Propoſal, although they ſhould cauſe a Diffe- 
bel rence of one Hundred Thouſand — more 
or Cleſs. 41 


Theſe ines, are od to be n to the Bi | 
ſhop during his Incumbancy in the ſame See; 
if he changeth it for a Better, the Purchaſers of 
the Vacant See Lands, are to come immediately 
into Poſſeſſion of the See he hath left, and both 
the Biſhop who is removed, and he who comes 
into his Place, are to have no more Fines, for 
the. removed Biſhop will find his Account by.a 
larger Revenue; and the other See will find 
ali Candidates enough. For the Law Maxim will 
ere have Place, that Caveat, &c. I mean the 
-wilPerſons who ſucceed _ chuſe . they 
1 Rwill accept or no. 

Liit 
odul 
urls 


As to the Purch os 1 n 1 probably be 
enants to the See, who are already in Poſleſ- 


ion, and can afford to Sive * n * o- 
her Bidders. 


I will further r myſels. 1 a perſon 
already a Biſnop, be removed into a richer See, 
he muſt be content with the bare Revenues, 
without any Fines, and ſo muſt he who comes 

| D 2 into 
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into a BiſhGprick: vacant by Deach: And; this 


the Crown ſhall think fit to countenance, will 
ſoon change the preſent Set of Biſhops, and 
conſequently encourage Purchaſers of their Lands. 


of Biſhps might be changed in a Month, each 
to his great Advantage, although no Fines weft 
to be got, and thereby ſave a great Part of tha 
Sum which I have appropriated towards N 
ing the ene of tings e 


Purchaſe above the uſual computed Rate, be 
cauſe thoſe Lands will have a Sanction from thi 
King and Council in England, and be confirmet 
by an Act of Parliament here; beſides, it i 
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caſioned by want of Trade, when there are fen 
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[28] 
will bring the Matter ſooner to bear; which if 


For Example, If a Primate ſhould die, and the 
Gradation be wiſely made, almoſt the whole Set 


40 


4 have valued the Biſhops 1 r two Year 


well known, that higher Prices are given ever) 
Day, for worſe Lands, at the remoteſt Diſtan 
ces, and at rack Rents, which I take to be o 


Borrowers, and the little Money in private Handy 
lying dead, there is no other way to diſpoſe of 
it but in buying of Land, which. conſequent) 
s the TO" _ it Fo _ 


Beſides — the Nation 8 Debts, _ 81 
of theſe Lands would have many other good El 


ſects upon the Nation; it will conſiderbly „ 
creal 


| £99] 

lis creaſe t thie Nuniber of Gentry, where the Biſhops 

if MW Tenants are not able or willing to .Purchaſe ; 
il for the Lands will afford is tare en ee 

a good Revenue to each; ſeveral Perſons from 

England will probably be glad to come over hi- 
ther, and be the Buyers, rather than give thirty 

Years Purchaſe .at. home, under the Loads of 
Taxes for the Publick and the Poor, as well 
as Repairs, by which Means much Money may 
be brought.among us, and probably ſome of the 
Purchaſers: themſelves may be content to live 
cheap in a worſe Country, rather than be at the 
Charge of Exchange and Agencies, and perhaps 
of Non-ſolyencies in Abſence, if they Let their 
Lands too high. Ee, 


This Propoſal will alſo e F armers, 
when the Purchaſers will have Lands in their 
own Power, to give long and eaſy Leales to in- 
|duſirious Huſbandmen. | 


1 have ed ſome Biſhopricks of equal his 
come to be of more or leſs Value to the Purcha- 
ſer, according as they are circumſtanced. For 
Inſtance, The Lands of the Primacy and ſome 
other Sees, are let ſo low, that they hardly pay 
a fiſth penny of the real Value to the Biſhop, 
and there the Fines are the greater. On the 
| contrary, the Sees of - Meath and Clonfer t, con- 
"ing, as I am told, much of. Tythes, thoſe 
3 Tythes 
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Tythes are annually Let to the Tenants without 
any Fines. So the See of Dublin is ſaid to have 

many Fee-Farms which pay no Tythes, and ſome 
Leaſes for Lives a pay * 1 and not 8 

| fo ſoon nor 5 * 1 


1 cannot but be 0 kth, 0 this arif b Ones 
my Lords the Archbiſhops, and my Lords the 
Biſhops will heartily join in this Propoſal, out of 
Gratitude to his late and preſent Majeſty, the be 
of Kings, who have beſtowed ſuch high and o- 
pulent Stations, as well as in Pity to this Country 
which is now become their own 3 whereby they 
will be Inſtrumental towards paying the Nation's 
Debts, without impoverſhing themſelves, en- 
rich an Hundred Gentlemen, as well as free 
them from Dependance, and thus remove that 
Envy which is apt to fall upon their Graces and 
Lordſhips from confiderable Perſons, whoſe Birth 
and Fortunes rather qualify them to be Lords of 
Manors, than ſervile Dependants upon Church: 
men yo een or — a 


If 1 do not flatter "myſelf there a nol be 
any Law more popular than this; for the imme. 
diate Tenants to Biſhops, bes. ſome. of them 
Perſons of Quality, and good Eſtates, and more 
of them grown up to be Gentlemen by the Pro- 
fits of theſe .very Leaſes, under a Succeſſion: of 
Biſhops, think it a Diſgrace to be Subject both 


E Rents 2 15 l at the Fleaſure of weir Lund 
jords. Then the Bulk of the Tenants, eſpecially 
the Diſſenters, who are our loyal Proteſtant Bre. . 
thren, look upon it both as an unnatural and i ini , & 
quitous thing that Biſhops ſhould be Owners "0 
| Landatall ; (wherein I beg to differ from them) 
being a Pi zint ſo contrary to the Practice of tge 
Apoſtles, who ſe Succeſſors they are deem'd to 

be, and who although they were contented that 
Land ſhould; be Sold, for the Common Uſe of 

the Brethren, yet wou not buy it themſelves, 

but had it laid at their 9 to be üben to 
Pogr. Fug tes. 
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1 fy p45 one Word more, that th "I 2 
wholeſor' Law, all the Oppreſſions felt by un- 


i der Tenants of Church Leaſes, which are now 
* laid on by the Biſhops would entirely be pre- 5 


vented, by their Graces and Lordſhips conſent- - 
ing to have their Lands Sold for Payment of the 
Nation's Debts, reſerving only the preſent Rent " 
for their on n plentifjal d honourable Support. * 1 


1 1 N to add 8 articular, that, when y 3 
Heads of a Bill (as I ſind the Style runs in this 3 
Kingdom) ſhall be brought i in for forming this Y 
Propoſal into a Law.; I. ſhould humbly offer 
that there mi ht be a Power given to every Bi- | 
ſhop (except thoſe whozrefide in Dublin) for r 
| n one e Acres of | profitable Land "8 
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